
THE GR E AT WAR



Pederobba (Onigo)
7 Monument to the soldier
of Italy

Mas er
8 The French
Observatory "Tazzer"
- The "Marocco"
Observatory
Forcella Mostacin

THE AR E A OF
MONTE LLO

C rocetta del Montello
9 The K ing's Observatory

Giavera del Montello
10 The B ritish Cemetery

Nerves a della
B attaglia
11 The Military S hrine of
Montello and the Museum
of the Great War
(T +39 0422 779996)

12 The Barge of Genio
Pontieri

13 The Abbey of S ant'
E ustachio

14 Monument to Major
F rancesco Baracca

THE P IAVE AND
TR E VIS O AR E A

Moriago della
B attaglia
15 The Is land of the Dead

S ernaglia della
B attaglia
(Falzé di P iave)
16 Monument to the Bold
ones : "The Caymans of
the P iave"

S us egana
17 The S an S alvatore
Castle
(T +39 0438 738241)

Vazzola (Tezze)
18 The B ritish Military
Cemetery

S an Polo di P iave
19 Villa G iol

Mas erada s ul P iave
(S alettuol)
20 Monument to the 7th
British Divis ion

Mas erada s ul P iave
21 Natural and History
C ivil Museum
(T +39 0422 877167)

B reda di P iave
(S an B artolomeo -
Località Molino della
S ega)
22 Monument to the Boys
of '99

Fagarè della B attaglia
(S an B iagio di
Callalta)
23 Monument Ossuary of
the Fallen

Trevis o
24 Monument to the fallen
of P iazza V ittoria

25 Historical
Photographic Archives of
the P rovince of Treviso

Fos s alta di P iave
26 P late dedicated to
E rnest Hemingway

THE AR E A OF
VITTOR IO VENE TO

Vittorio Veneto
27 The Castle of
S erravalle

28 The Museum of Battle
(T +39 0438 57695)

29 Palazzo Minucci
de Carlo

30 Monument to the
Fallen

C is on di Valmarino
31 Passo S an Boldo

THE GR APPA AR E A

R omano d'E zzelino
1 S trada Cadorna

C ima del G rappa
2 The Austrian-Hungarian
Military S hrine

3 The Italian Military
S hrine and Historical War
Museum
(T +39 0423 544840)

4 Trenches

Pos s agno
5 Temple and P laster
Cast Museum
(T +39 0423 544323)

Pederobba
6 The French Military
S hrine

Located in the Veneto
region, in the North-

E as t of Italy, jus t a few
kilometres from Venice,
the P rovince of Trevis o

can be eas ily
reached by:

Motorways :
A27 Venice-B elluno
(exit at V ittorio Veneto

North and S outh,
Conegliano, T revis o
North and S outh,
Mogliano Veneto),

A4 Turin-Tries te
(exit Ces s alto)

Airports :
S an G ius eppe (TV),
Marco Polo (VE )

R ailway lines :
Venice-Udine,
Venice-B elluno,
V icenza-Trevis o



Between As iago and G rappa and along the

P iave , in the coldest winters of the century, there
was a unique war in the history of m an.A ustrian
and Italian soldiers fought in extrem e clim atic
conditions , in a constant battle where even nature

was hostile.S helters and protections s tud
thes e area,as proof of the courage,
perseverance and spirit of sacrifice of those called
upon to fight a terrible war that has becom e a
legend.

" It is bes tto live a day
as a lion rather than
100 years as a
s heep" ,
this fam ous sentence
written on the wall of a
house in Fagarè in June
1918 had always been
attributed to an unknown
soldier.In reality the
author of this sentence
was an ex fighter,
Bernardo V icario, who in
a letter dated 23.10.1931
explained:"...Iwrote this
legend on the evening of
the 14th June 1918, at
19:00, six hours before
the bom bardm ents that
elim inated m y battalion
leaving just a few
survivors.The late M ajor
R ivoliC av.C arlo dictated
this legend to m e and I,
as a sapper of

the battalion obeyed
his instructions and
wrote as best as I
could on that wall at
the entrance to the
village, where the I
Battalion of the 201
Infantry R egim ent
was located..."
From Aquile e
Angeli,
sul G rappa e sul
P iave
P iero Tessaro 1997



(. . .) "I want to tell you about how I spend my time
here, how they treat us on the front.
(. . .) Until we were on the front lines , therefore
risking being killed every minute, they treated us a bit
better because they were afraid of us and when we
advanced they shouted move, move otherwise I will
shoot you ".

"White flags could be seen from the enemy as they
moved towards us . We did the same, we moved
towards them, we met them, we shook hands and
exchanged cigarettes , tobacco and bread ".

"We spent a few hours walking around together as it
had become paradise. But all of a sudden a cannon
blast was fired into the air from one s ide to the other,
we are forced to separate and we knew that we were
enemies once again ".

From a collection of letters by G . P rocacci 1993

Carlo Orelli had fought in
the trenches of the first
world war, and survived
the machine guns, the
snipers and the shots of
the Austrian howitzers .
Today at 109 years of age

he explains : " It's not
like in a movie. The
cannon does not go:
boom. Too far from the
trenches . The cannon
makes a grumbling noise,
a far off sound, then a
whistle that becomes
louder and louder, closer
and closer. The shell is
about to arrive.
S ometimes it does not
even explode
immediately. S ometimes it
does not explode at all. It
is the lottery of death."

"The important battle
that we were involved in
on the P iave on the
27th day, continued
victorious ly. F rom the
slopes of the hills of
Valdobbiadene to the
Treviso-Oderzo railway,
our troops and allies
repossessed the left
s ide of the river in just
two days of glorious
battles . T roops from the
12th Army took the hills
of Valdobbiadene by
storm: the 138th F rench
regiment took the
Mount P ianar by storm.
The plain of S ernaglia
is in our
possess ion".

"On 27th December, accompanied by Major P isapia,

I vis ited the plaster castMus eum of Canova and
my impress ions were very strong. The Museum,
struck completely by two howitzers , had a
sensational aspect. Having crossed the firs t arch, I
was almost paralysed and a knot in my throat
prevented me from answering the questions of the
major: I am morally wounded. S eeing that place,
sacred to artis ts and venerable to the memory of the
great Canova that had spent his life among that
marble, transformed into a cemetery!. ..The
wickedness of war had saved nothing".
From Aquile e Angeli, sul G rappa e sul P iave P iero
Tessaro 1997

"The patrols advanced on
the combat front are just
twenty or thirty steps
away,the firs t line is just
three hundred steps away
from the enemies that are
well hidden and protected
by barbed wire...and all
of a sudden an explos ion

of infantry fire.It has the
effect of a liberation,like a
bath after having marched
through dust.M en can no
longer hold themselves
back:just like somebody
that gets undressed,bags
are thrown on the ground,
an impetuous
advancement begins.
F rom one tree to another,
from one protection to
another;led by officials."
From R . Musil,D er
parallele K rieg
(The parallel w ar)

"...infantry battalions move down from our area and
run towards to the shaky bridge.H ere and there
shrapnel falls onto the troops.M en start to shout and
some of them fall into the water.B ut the firs t have

now arrived,a group,a second group.They are
already s tarting to loos e breath. A ll of a
s udden a cloud of b lack smoke ris es half
way acros s the bridge. A target s truck
completely. The narrow footbridge is broken and its
remains are pushed away by the current.G roups of
men fall into the water in fear,they swim,they fight,
they drown.O thers reach the bank,but fall under the
rain of lead of Italian shrapnel ".
From D as E nde einerA rm ee (The end ofan arm y)by
Fritz W eber,Mursia E ditor

B OOK S FILM S W E B S ITE S

P IAV E . U n anno
di battag lie 1917-18
W alther S chaumann
Peter S chubert
G hedina and Tassotti
E ditors

1918 IL P IAV E
L'ultima offens iva
della D uplice
M onarchia
Peter F iala
M urs ia E ditor

LA FIN E D I U N
E S E R C ITO
(D as E nde einer
Armee)
Fritz W eber
M urs ia E ditor

GR APPA
Q uel monte
invalicab ile
W alter S chaumann
G hedina and Tassotti
E ditors

AD D IO ALLE AR M I
(A farewell to arms )
E rnest H emingway
M ondadori 1965

La grande guerra
D irected by M ario
M onicelli
1959

I recuperanti
D irected by E rmanno
O lmi
1969

U omin i contro
D irected by F rancesco
R os i
1970

www.s partacus .s choolnet.co.uk/

www.worldwar1.com/itafront/

www.artig lieria.net

www.lagrandeguerra.it


